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Eight years after their first 
partnership, Benjamin Védrines 
is back with his longtime gear 

partner: Simond.

_BENJAMIN VÉDRINES

As a professional mountain mountain guide and alpinist, Benjamin was 
part of Simond’s athlete team from 2017 to 2021. In 2025, he returns to 

the Chamonix-based brand to write a new chapter driven by shared values 
and a bold vision for modern alpinism. This reunion marks a strong move 
for Simond, reinforcing its commitment to supporting elite climbers with 

equipment built for the most demanding ascents.
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•	 July 2022: Speed record on Broad Peak 
(8,051 m) — 7h28

•	 Jan 2024: Drus–Droites–Jorasses Trilogy in 
3 days, with Léo Billon

•	 July 2024: Speed record on K2 (8,611 m) 
from base camp — 11h00

•	 Jan 2025: First solo winter ascent of the 
BASE route, Les Drus

•	 May 2025: Full Mont Blanc Massif traverse 
via steep lines in 3 days, with Nicolas Jean

Simond: built on legacy, driven by progress

Founded in Chamonix in 1860, Simond has always 
been about innovation in the mountains. Forged by 
generations of blacksmiths and climbers, the brand 
designed some of the first tools ever made for 
exploring Mont Blanc.

Benjamin Védrines: redefining fast and light

At almost 33 years old, Benjamin has already left 
a serious mark on modern alpinism. 

A four-time Piolet d’Or nominee, he’s known for 
his bold, ultra-fast, and technical approach to big 
mountains. Based in the Écrins range, his recent 
achievements include:

Today, this partnership feels more 
meaningful than ever.

A historic brand that once outfitted Himalayan 
pioneers at 8,000 meters now teams up with the 
fastest man ever on an 8,000er — Benjamin Védrines, 
speed record holder on Broad Peak and K2.
It’s a powerful link between past and future — between 
timeless mountain values and the cutting edge of 
alpine style: fast, light, committed, humble.

Simond by Benjamin’s side for 
his next big objective

​​In September 2025, Benjamin Védrines will return to 
one of the Himalayas’ last great challenges: Jannu 
East (7,468 m). Alongside Nicolas Jean, he’ll attempt 
to open a new route on the 2,000-meter north face, 
climbing in pure alpine style: no oxygen, no fixed ropes, 
no support. After a first attempt was cut short in 
autumn 2024, this exceptional team is back — with the 
same drive and the same goal: to climb a virgin line, 
with total commitment..
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A technical and creative collaboration

More than just an athlete partnership, this marks 
the beginning of a demanding co-development 
journey at the Simond design lab in Chamonix. 
Benjamin Védrines will be testing, pushing, and 
helping shape the brand’s ice axes, harnesses, 
crampons, and helmets — gear designed with, for, 
and by a world-class alpinist, to go where few ever 
dare.

“I’m really happy to be back with Simond — it’s 
where it all started for me. Even though I’ve always 
had a strong connection to the brand, this isn’t just 
an emotional decision. It’s a thoughtful choice, 
based on a shared vision of alpinism. Simond is 
fully committed to supporting my projects and 
accelerating the development of ultra-light gear built 
for performance in alpine style — gear that lives up 
to my standards. Our first work sessions have been 
super promising, and the prototypes I’ll be taking to 
Jannu are proof of that.”

_ BENJAMIN VEDRINES

“Having Benjamin back at Simond is huge for 
us. He’s not just a high-level athlete — he’s a true 
pioneer of his generation. He pushes limits without 
ego, and shares the values we care about.
His return reflects our drive to speak to real 
mountain professionals — and to design gear that 
meets their reality. We’re excited to support him on 
his boldest projects and help him keep moving the 
needle in our sport.”

_ THOMAS DEBRAY, ATHLETES MANAGER AT SIMOND

A shared vision: climb higher, climb better

Benjamin’s return is part of a new momentum at 
Simond — building a team of athletes, guides, and 
visionaries who climb with boldness and purpose. 
Their common ground? A deep respect for alpine 
style and mountain ethics. Fast, light, authentic. No 
hype. Just commitment.
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Based in Chamonix since 1860, Simond is 
an iconic company in the field of mountain 
equipment. Specializing in mountaineering, 
climbing, trekking, and ski touring, Simond has 
a historic expertise in working with metal. The 
company continues to design and manufacture 
all its metal products (ice axes, crampons, 
carabiners) at its Chamonix factory. Simond’s 
design teams apply their expertise to ensure 
durable gear, guaranteeing technical and safe 
products for demanding users.

For more information, interview requests, or product testing, please contact:
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